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by Force, if there is none there She is to go to New Orleans, Carthagena 
or to a noted Port near Carthagena or elsewhere and if She cannot get 
Ammunition the Captain is to obtain hard Money, the Secretary was 
desired to make out a List of all Committees and their Business and leave 
it on the Table Col Kirkland with his little Son is brought here and secured 
in Goal he was offered the Choice of having his Son with him or that 
the Boy should be put to Colledge, he chose the former. A Petition was 
presented from Benjamin Randolph of Chesnut Street praying Leave to 
raise a Troop of Light Horse for Continental Service, it was opposed by 
E. Rutledge and neglected or rejected. 

(To be continued?) 



2. The First Colonial Bishopric, 1786. 

[For the following document the readers of the Review are 
indebted to Hubert Hall, Esq., F.S.A., of the Public Record 
Office, Director and Hon. Secretary of the Royal Historical 
Society. For the subject-matter of the document, see also Dr. 
Brymner's Report on the Canadian Archives, 1894, pp. 405, 407, 
443, 445, 447-449. The See thus established was the first colonial 
bishopric of the Anglican Church. — Ed.] 

The following original Petition of the Anglican primate and 
the Bishop of London (to whose see the colonies were relegated) 
contains many allusions to a state of the Church in North Amer- 
ica which was sufficiently notorious in its own day. The docu- 
ment itself is undated, but we may with some confidence assign 
its date to the year 1786 on the following grounds : — 

In the first place, the signatures of the bishops prove that the 
date must lie between the years 1783 and 1787, since John Moore, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, was elected in April, 1783, and Robert 
Lowth, Bishop of London, died in November, 1787. So much, at 
least, is certain. It might, indeed, be thought that the tone of 
the Petition would indicate a date previous to the concessions 
made by the Anglican bishops to the Episcopal Church in the 
United States, but it is more convenient to suppose that the con- 
cessions in question were a further inducement to the erection of 
an Anglican bishopric in British North America. There was no 
necessity to refer to the existence of a neighboring Episcopal 
Church in the United States, since it was perfectly understood 
that ordination at the hands of its bishops was even more improper 
than that which the American clergy once sought from the 
Episcopal Church of Scotland, and in this sense the American 
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episcopacy was ignored equally with the Scotch in the official 
correspondence of the period. 

Therefore, in spite of the significant reference to the "late 
events" in America, and even of the admitted existence of a 
strong agitation in favor of an Anglican bishopric in Nova Scotia 
during the early part of 1783, we must regard the original corre- 
spondence contained in the Colonial Office Records as absolutely 
conclusive with regard to the latest date which can be assigned 
for this Petition, namely, August 18, 1786, whilst it will be seen, 
from the same source of information, that the Petition must have 
been presented not long anterior to this date. 

As early as March 24, 1783, a memorial was presented by 
eighteen clergymen assembled at New York, advocating the erec- 
tion of a colonial bishopric for Nova Scotia. Two days later a 
second memorial was subscribed recommending Dr. Chandler as 
the first bishop of the proposed see. Both these memorials were 
forwarded by Governor Carleton in his despatch of April 11, 1783, 
and this correspondence, with a few more papers relating to the 
proposed bishopric, has been bound up in a volume of Nova Scotia 
papers for the year 1 786, on the strength of an identical endorsement 
of each paper stating that it was read at the council on August 23, 
1786, and having been referred thereupon to the Committee for 
Trade (which continued the functions of the old Board of Trade, 
abolished in 1782), was read there on November 26 following. 

Now amongst these papers of 1783 is a rough office copy of 
our Petition endorsed in a precisely similar form. But in this case 
it is clear that the Petition itself was referred to the committee, 
and that the correspondence of 1783 was merely appended to it 
for purposes of reference. Thus, although the Order in Council 
of August 18, 1786, above referred to, merely directs that "the 
several papers relative to the establishment of an episcopate in 
Nova Scotia be referred," etc., yet the report of the committee, 
dated May 5, 1787, states that whereas the king was pleased by 
an order in council, dated August 18, 1786, "to refer unto this 
committee a representation ... of John Lord Archbishop of 
Canterbury and Robert Lord Bishop of London," and that having 
taken the same "into their most serious consideration, together 
with the correspondence which passed in the year 1783 ... on 
this subject," etc. Moreover, the loyalist emigration, which is so 
pointedly referred to in the Petition, was not accomplished before. 
In any case the evils described in the Petition had not been re- 
dressed as late as November, 1785, the date of a remarkable report 
on the state of the Church in Canada, made by an experienced 
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missionary and confirmed by him in February, 1786. It would 
seem likely, then, that the agitation of 1783 was revived in London 
by the powerful missionary party in the spring of 1786, with the 
result that this Petition was formally presented by the bishops, 
and was read before the council, as we have seen, in August of 
that year. Being then referred to the Board of Trade, it remained 
under consideration by that department between November, 1786, 
and May, 1787, when a favorable report was made which was 
followed, after the usual formalities, by the patent to the first 
bishop, and the proclamation of the new episcopate in Septem- 

ber ' x 7 8 7- Hubert Hall. 

To the King's most Excellent Majesty 1 

The humble Representation of John Lord Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Robert Lord Bishop of London 
Sheweth 

That in Consequence of the late Events which have separated many of 
the American Colonies from their Connection with the Church of England, 
a very large Number of the Episcopal Inhabitants have removed from thence 
into your Majesty's Provinces of Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

That to provide for the Religious Instruction and Spiritual Comfort 
both of those Emigrants and of the other Inhabitants of those Provinces in 
the Communion of the Church of England, the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel have appointed as many Missionaries as the State of their 
Revenues in Aid of the Allowances granted by Parliament would enable 
them to support. 

That from hence they derive the pleasing hope that those Colonists will 
be prevented from falling off from the Purity of their Profession untill a 
more effectual Provision is made for preserving them in perpetual Union 
and Conformity with the national Church which we are fully perswaded will 
be the best means of promoting their Temporal as well as Spiritual Welfare ; 
a Measure which we humbly conceive from the present unsettled State of 
those Countries, cannot take place too soon ; for while Christians of every 
other Denomination there claim and enjoy the compleat Exercise of their 
Religion in their own respective Forms together with the full Power of pro- 
viding a Succession of Ministers among themselves, the Church of England 
is unhappily distinguished by the Want of that Indulgence and put under 
Difficulties which threaten even it's Existence. The members of this Com- 
munion can resort for the Ordination of their Ministers only to England or 
Ireland ; and from the ancient Rite of Confirmation they are totally de- 
barred ; as these are Acts peculiar to the Episcopal Order, and transferable 
to no other. A Popish Bishop is indeed allowed, but to him they cannot 
apply to ordain their Ministers or to confirm their Children. 

1 Colonial Office Records: " America and West Indies," Bundle 681. 
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We therefore most humbly and earnestly implore your Majesty to take 
into consideration the weak and imperfect Condition of the Church of Eng- 
land in America, and to give the Members of its Communion the means of 
the compleat Exercise of our holy Religion and the full Enjoyment of their 
Ecclesiastical Constitution, by sending thither a Bishop duly consecrated 
and appointed by Commission from your Majesty the supreme head of the 
Church and Fountain of Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction. 

This our humble Representation we think it our bounden Duty to offer 
to your Majesty, more especially at this time, not only in consequence of 
the Wishes and Expectations of your Majesty's faithful Subjects of the 
Church of England in those parts, but also because the erection of new 
Parishes, the Assignment of Stations to the Clergy, driven from their native 
Provinces on Account of their Attachment to the British Constitution, and 
a variety of other Circumstances strongly call for an Ecclesiastical Superior 
whose Authority and Influence may be of the greatest Use in the due Gov- 
ernment and Direction of the Clergy. These Points therefore, of the highest 
Concern to your Majesty's Subjects of the Church of England in your 
American Dominions We Submit with all Humility to your Royal Con- 
sideration, beseeching your Majesty to take such Order therein as to 
your Wisdom shall seem fit, and the great Importance of them may require. 
[Endorsed] 

Representation of the J. CANTUAR. 

Archbishop of Canter- r London. 

bury and the Bishop of 

London. 
State of the Church in America. 



J. Lincoln's Nomination to Congress, 1846. 

The late Judge N. J. Rockwell, of Mason County, Illinois, was 
for many years a friend of Abraham Lincoln. The following letter 
— one, doubtless, of many such — was sent to him in 1 846 when 
Lincoln was making an active canvass for the nomination to Con- 
gress. In the following month General Hardin withdrew, and 
Lincoln was duly nominated and elected. The defeated Demo- 
cratic candidate was the famous Rev. Peter Cartwright. 

Judge Rockwell was a staunch Whig and one of the original 
Republicans of Illinois. His sterling integrity is illustrated by 
the fact that having been declared elected to the state Senate he 
declined to take the seat, on the ground that a sufficient number 
of votes to elect his opponent had been thrown out by the can- 
vassers on a mere technicality. The Judge spent his last years 
in Troy, N.Y. ; after his death the letter herewith printed was 
found among his papers by his nephew, Mr. George B. Cluett. 

Harry Pratt Judson. 



